THE MAKING OF THE POPULAR FRONT
indeed, may have tried to join in the demonstration. There was a large
meeting at the Place de la Republique, but the police had the approaches
well controlled, so that many people were kept away.
Meanwhile the Socialists and the non-Communist Trade Unions
(the C.G.T.)7 had taken the initiative, and published, on the morning
of the same day (9 February), a call to a general strike on 12 February.
It was a threat that alarmed the newT Prime Minister, Doumergue, suffi-
ciently for him to send for Blum and Jouhaux, the Secretary-General
of the C.G.T., and appeal to them to use their influence for calm. The
summons to a general strike was also something the Communists could
not ignore, and they hastened to associate themselves with it, so that
Leon Blum was able to write, on the eve of the strike,
"When the Republic is threatened, the word republican changes
its meaning. It regains its old significance, historic and heroic. . ,.
Proletarian unity in France will be refashioned. One can even
assume from symptoms like the present that the refashioning has
already begun".8
And, indeed, the events of 12 February in Paris and the provinces
(especially Marseilles) lived up to these high hopes. In Paris, that grey,
misty winter's day, all work stopped and vast processions made their
way to a mass meeting at the Place de la Nation, attended, so it was
claimed, by 150,000 people.9 There, too, was the visible sign of a new
unity as the Communist leaders Cachin and Duclos took their place on
the same platform as Leon Blum and his Socialist colleagues.
In fact, it was not going to be as easy as that to achieve continuous
joint action between Socialists and Communists, and, for the next
eighteen months, the two parties conducted a series of tough, suspicious
negotiations that did not reach final agreement on a joint programme
until January 1936. The tedious and protracted discussions wore
haunted by the memories of the whole history of the French workfng-
dass movement, and there are constant echoes both of the negotiations
of 1904-5, which had produced a united socialist party, and of the
arguments of 1920 which had led to the breach between Socialists and
Communists.
7 At this period the C.G.T. was non-Commimist, as opposed to the madb
smaller, Conunicnist-controlled  C.G.T.U. (Confederation  Genlrde 4e Trmml
Unifite).
8 Le Papulmre n Feb. 1934                            9 Le Populmre 13 Feb. 1934
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